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Puralima Cantina from Crisp & Green
founder Steele Smiley to debut in
Minneapolis North Loop

Jun 8, 2023, 6:45am CDT

Steele Brands

A rendering of Puralima Cantina, opening soon in Minneapolis' North Loop.

Paco & Lime, the anticipated fast-casual Mexican restaurant from Crisp & Green's
founder, won't get its day in the sun after all. That's because parent company Steele
Brands decided to scrap the concept before its launch and move forward with something
different.

Steele Brands announced last September that it planned to open a dozen Paco & Lime
locations in the Twin Cities within two years, starting with the first in North Loop in
December 2022, closely followed by two more in Maple Grove and Wayzata in early 2023.
None of those openings ever happened.

Instead, the Wayzata-based restaurant group will debut Puralima Cantina within the
Duffey apartment building, located at 548 Washington Ave. in Minneapolis, across from
Stalk & Spade, another new Steele Brands concept. It's slated to open July 8.

Rather than a Mexican menu, Puralima will more broadly serve Latin food, with a build-
your-own focus like Crisp & Green in the form of tacos, burritos, bowls and salads, plus
sides and beverages, including churros and margaritas.



"We have certainly changed a lot of the original vision to broaden the appeal for a
national market," Steele Brands founder and former CEO Steele Smiley said.

Steele Brands will open at least a few Puralima stores in the Twin Cities before it launches
franchising and expands outside of Minnesota. Smiley hinted at a plan to target the
numerous cities where Crisp & Green is already present.

It's possible that the second and third Puralima will open in the restaurant spaces initially
slated for Paco & Lime in Maple Grove and Wayzata, where both Crisp & Green and Stalk
& Spade launched.

Smiley expects Puralima to "go out of state much faster" than Crisp & Green, whose fleet
of stores has grown to 36 since 2016 with dozens more planned in 25 states, now that
Steele Brands has that experience under its belt.

Brianna Kelly

Reporter - Minneapolis / St. Paul Business Journal
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